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Newsletter of the Black Nazarene Ministries

A Word from Rev. Joe R. Warrington

The twenty-ninth chapter of Jeremiah records a letter sent to the exiles by the aging prophet. Jeremiah had spent about

forty years ministering to Judah in the role of a pastor/prophet. He had loved them, preached to them, suffered greatly

because they did not want to live by the messages he delivered. His letter, however, was not to
rebuke them or say to them, | told you so. Instead, his letter was to encourage them, to help them
embrace their present circumstances as they move into the future. They were in a place they did not
want to be, with a people they did not want to be with, that may not be a bad definition of what it
meansto be in exile. Against their will they had been carried away some seven hundred miles from
home, to live with people who spoke a different language, have different values, and worshiped a
different God. In spite of the difficulties of their new reality, Jeremiah will inspire them with a
word from the Lord that will not only transform their present attitudes about life but will help them

make their time in Babylon the most productive in all of their history.

Let’s give anew hearing and listening to the words Jeremiah wrote to the exiles. “Build houses and live in them;
and plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for
your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters, and multiply there and do not
decrease. Seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its
welfare you will have welfare.” (Jer. 29:5-7 NASB)

Jeremiah was calling upon the people of God to live their lives with texture and richness in spite of their difficult
circumstances. They were not to settle for casual sexual encounters rather they were to get married and settle down.
They were to have families, celebrate life by marrying off their sons and daughters. They were not to live parasitical -
ly, rather, they were to plant gardens and be productive not only to feed their families but to make a living. They were
to learn the irrigation systems of the Babylonians to cultivate the desert land. They were to engage the city of Babylon
by praying and seeking its welfare (shalom). By praying to God they would discover what it means to live centered
lives rather than on the edges of his will which had been the case in Jerusalem with all its religious trappings.

The exiles took Jeremiah’s letter to heart and did what he had prescribed. After seventy years they were ready to

return home a changed people. | mentioned earlier that this was the most productive time in their history because it
was during that time they rediscovered their scriptures and produced the majority of the Old Testament canon. More
amazing, however, was the discovery of the God of the scriptures. When they came out of Babylon their faith was so
purified that they never again had the problem of idolatry, which was the reason for their exile in the first place.
Could it be that you are in some form of exile, some form of difficulty whether self-made or the result of circumstanc-
es outside of your control? As we prepare to head to Atlanta next year to the National Black Nazarene Conference we
must plan to hear afresh a prophetic word that will help us live with texture and wholeness in spite of difficult circum-
stances. For some of us the recession has not ended, many of our people are without work which is having a profound
impact on the African American family. Along with the economic issues some are facing multiple alienations in their
personal lives with little or no resources for therapy and family counseling. My prayer is that the conference will pro-
vide you with perspective, inspiration, instruction, tools, a word from the Lord to strengthen not only your family but
also your local church. | am so thankful for the conference, and let me tell you why: my nineteen year old daughter,
now a freshman at Northwest Nazarene University, made her commitment to receive Jesus Christ as her personal sav-
ior on Sunday morning of one of our conferences when Bishop John Bryant preached. Brothers and sisters | not only
encourage you to come to the conference, but to make sure the whole family are with you.




ZONE IV REPORTS A
GLORIOUS LABOR DAY
MEETING

Rev. Robert E. Hunter
Zone |V President

ZonelV Highlights

Blessed Friday Night Ser-
vice with Rev. Charles Till-
man as speaker

Saturday Worship Shops

Dr. Victor Price—Love
Rev. Charles Tillman—
Leadership

Rev. VeraWilliams—
Restoration

Saturday BBQ Picnic, Mu-
sical and Dancing

Sunday included combined
choirs and a powerful mes-
sage by Rev. Larry Bolling

Participants came from
Michigan, Ohio and Indiana
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